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Present and FuturePresent and Future



AirAir--bagsbags

GM was first to massGM was first to mass--produce airproduce air--bags in bags in 
1974 (1974 (OldmobilesOldmobiles and and CadillacsCadillacs))
Basic components are similar in all Basic components are similar in all 
vehiclesvehicles
Sensing devices/sensors could be Sensing devices/sensors could be 
anywhereanywhere
88--14 mph impact needed14 mph impact needed
+/+/-- 30 degrees from frontal impact30 degrees from frontal impact



AirAir--bagsbags

Since 1987, at least 60 million vehicles Since 1987, at least 60 million vehicles 
have factory equipped airbagshave factory equipped airbags
90% of 1997 cars have airbags90% of 1997 cars have airbags
Driver deaths reduced 14%Driver deaths reduced 14%
Passenger deaths reduced 11%Passenger deaths reduced 11%
There is a 33% increase in deaths in There is a 33% increase in deaths in 
children from passenger side bagschildren from passenger side bags











AirAir--bag tipsbag tips

Look for larger, rectangular steering wheel Look for larger, rectangular steering wheel 
hubshubs
Always have the battery disconnectedAlways have the battery disconnected
Sodium Sodium AzideAzide is toxic, but when it burns it is toxic, but when it burns it 
turns into harmless nitrogenturns into harmless nitrogen
Powdery residue after deflation is only Powdery residue after deflation is only 
corn starch, talcum powder or baking sodacorn starch, talcum powder or baking soda
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